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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – April 29, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Conservation Chair Wally Smith, Health Officer Pam Fortner, Attorney Barry Faulkner, Director of 
Planning & Economic Development Matthew Bachler among others who did not speak. 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Branley introduced the Shared Screen feature with an update: 2010 cases in the state with 936 
recovered and 60 deaths. Swanzey has 5 cases and Keene 7.  He also showed the trend which is upward 
at this point. New cases each day were shown.  Current hospitalizations continue to rise.  Branley 
showed race ethnicities by symptoms.  He offered to send the URL to anyone who is interested. 
 
Fortner said she has created postcards to be mailed to older residents.  Branley said the list to be mailed 
to is based on those receiving elderly or disabled tax exemptions or deferrals.  
 
Branley said the Governor is doing a press conference Monday at 3 pm and perhaps will cover extending 
the Stay-at-Home order. He said Task Force to re-open the economy has been meeting and being 
monitored by the Town. New Executive Order for worker’s compensation in the event that first 
responders contract COVID 19. 
 
Faulkner asked about any staffing increases for absentee ballots for September and November. Branley 
said staffing might not be impacted but will be considered. Faulkner said there might be more requests 
from voters than usual. 
 
Smith said the ambulance cost could be submitted to Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
for funding as soon as possible. They usually run out of money toward the end of a disaster.  Colby said 
we are already pursuing those additional funds. 
 
Colby asked about Cheshire County Administrator Chris Coates being present on Friday’s call. Branley 
said staff is working on that. 
 

http://www.zoom.us/
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Bachler said he has reached out to 12 businesses, four have received PPP funding. That is an 
encouraging number. Branley said the businesses owners are appreciating the Town’s outreach.  
 
Meeting over at 2:15 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on May 6, 2020  
 


